Young engineers expanding their work horizons

Jen Babingon and AMma Chimmd prepare

latrapha teeds fov pradging

By Heather Harding
Director, Communications
Engineers Without Borders

With a world of possibilities open 1o
them, many voung Ontario engineers are
making newly informed employment
choices. With engineening schools across
the country offering new curncula that
incorpirate 1ssues of environmental
sustamahility, technology and international
-:]rrrlnprnrnt_ many recent gr..lr]ual:'s are
Ionking for work that allaws them to apply
their engaineening education to socally and
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Jen Rebinsom is one such engineening
grm:h:l.l.lr Jen rece nl:]:r returned frem
Ghana, Africa where she had an
apportunity to work on an Engineers
Without Borders (EWR) |1].|.-:':'1'r|c~n1
funded by CIDA (Canadian International

Development Agency)

Alter earning her degree mn Metallurgical
Engineenng from Chueens Universaty,
Jen began working for a consulting firm
Whle the job gave her opportunities

to use her engineening traiming, she feli

that something was missing

| came acrass o posting for an EWE
placement in Alrica and | knew there
was a fit,” Jen says. “Here was an
-:|p|'|r|'r|l.|n|.|:y' that would alloe me 1o
combine my education, pmfrssl.rlnnl
experience and my passion for

enviranmental sustamabalitg”

Omnee in Alnca, Jen worked with EWEs
partner organization, the Kumasi Instilate
of Technalogy and Envirenment (KITE],
a Ghanaan non-government argamzation
that focuses on environmentally sound
techmical selutions and related policy
sdvocacy Jen worked in Ghana lor almiost
a year researching sustaimable fuel sources,

fncusing mainly on the wse of Jatrapha
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“The ml derved from the Jatropha seed
has chemical and physical properiies
similar to those of conventional diesel,
and has heen shown (o be suitable for
use in diesel engines in warm climates,”
she explains. “From an environmental
perspective, 1t s a cleaner fuel than
diesel, but the spcial and economic
implications of locally produced fuels
are even mare important to rural
communities. Un 2 small scale, fuel
production Lo power agro-processing
ecupmEnt 10 remole COMmEnIies can
tramslate to increased local commercial

actrvity and incomes.”

Jen s just one of the thousands ol
engineering graduates successhully
combiming thewr professional traiming
with an interest in internatinnal
development. As she sees i1, “EWE has
tapped inte the raw energy of young
enginerrs who are loaking to use their
engineering tramming, hut are also looking
for a direct social or environmental cause
behind their work.” EWE has chapters at

tweniy-one universities across Canada

The Omtarie Saciety of Professional
Engineers is @ prowd supparier of
Engineers Withouw! Borders. To learn more
about EWE, or to find out how vou ean
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